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Abstract: The defendant was convicted of first éegnurder but appealed on the grounds that
some of the evidence introduced against him shooidhave been admitted. At issue was the
reliability of photographic images, on which thdatelant based his appeal. The images
included an Adobe Photoshop superimposition ofigfendant’s teeth over the bite mark and a
set of computer-enhanced photographs. To test éngshof the defendant’s claim, the court
used a six-point test for the authentication of patar-generated or enhanced evidence: 1) the
computer equipment is accepted in the field asdst@ahand competent and was in good working
order; 2) qualified computer operators were emplo@ proper procedures were followed in
connection with the input and output of informatidij a reliable software program was utilized;
5) the equipment was programmed and operated tlgrrand 6) the exhibit is properly
identified as the output in question. Based omitalysis, the Court ruled that the computer-
enhanced photographs had been admitted on an dddquadation (they were admitted by an
experienced forensic-expert with knowledge of tteation procedure), but that the overlay
images should not have been admitted because theyimtroduced by an forensic odontologist
who did not create them nor was familiar with thergation process



